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COR-0059, dated 26 Jume 1450, Attached 
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of tae subject magezine erticle with regerd to Project CORONA is that 
because of the extremely Limited circle of CORONA-cLearcd personnel 
it is exceedingly difficult to ask questions outside CIA circles uith- 


Cut betraying more interest in the subject than is appropriate. 


4 i. Unfortunately, 2 major preblem in assessing the validtty 
4 


po gms 


2. Since the first successful. satellite launching last year, 9. # 
there has been world-wide speculation about the use of these devices. - 
for reconnaissance purposes. Although WS-117L traces its origins ~: 
back to 1946 when a Rend study determined the feasibility of placing = 
a satellite in orbit, it did not begin to take shape mitil Lockheed . 
was selected by ARDC in 1956 as the prime contractor, efter design © 
study proposals were submitted the year before by selected contractors 
im fact, it could be said that WS-LL7L can begin tracing its Lineage | 
with feasibility stulies mm under the eegis of Project Feedback (Air 

_ Force} and concluded in 1954, with the recommendation t a pioneer 
_. Wisuel reconnaissance system be attempted. eo Suge ist ee: 


-: ' 3e The original WS-LL7L concept had called for linking the recon. 
oe ' naissence system to an Atles ICBM, without any attempt being made to se 
oe recover & nose cone in the manner of CORONA. Instead, relience was. ee 

: placse. on storage of information on film, rognetic or clectrostetic ay 
‘ape, With information retrieval being accanplished thru discharge eee 
“a Cu.omd to compatible equimment on the ground. In late 1957, following 

“GlLS 248 Of other missile research progr=2s in achleving nose cone % 

“Ty, it wos decided. to ewitch to a recoverable dain capsule con. 
-in the Thor booster wes substitute2 for the Atlas, mach in the 
cocteribed in the article. H wever, toe ullusias to paracinrte 
ay cf tae film, mentioned in the AVIATION WEEE SCCry, appears ILLEGIB 
be tcceal speculation rether than inci¢s invocpeti_n. 
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8. A number of the dctatls of the magecine article, with resnect 
to woight of satellite, height of orbit are ot sonc veriance with the 
facta of CORONA. And, as a matter of Pact, the mayacine csints cut 
that the idea of a recovernble gata capsule was diccarded ‘e ?ow moxths 
azo." Points of fact made in the axticle insluge correct ident fi- 
eaticn of the basic booste: component, the point of Leuncuns, enproct. 
mate thee of first test isimching, general mocned of accerpiishing 
eFection of photographic enpsule, requiremons for circulor, north- 
souti orbit, and, coincidentally, the manber (20) of vehicles prograzned 
Yor tha CORONA-Blo-Medical schedule (althous the masezine states that 
the fisure of 20 will probably be programed over seme five years in 
cousrest ta the CORONA accelerated schedule} No CORONA contractor, 
other then Lockheed, ts naned. 
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d- Of interest in camection with the publicity leaked or released 
on WS-LL7L may be the fact that officially the Air Force hos hed little 
or nothing to say about Pid Piver. However, within the past year, 

@ French Air Force general officer, reportedly attached to NASO, released 
to the French press and thas to the world, basic details oF the WS-LL7h 
progren and information that the United States Air Force wes working 
on it. He had allegedly obtained his information from ea Lockheed on 
source. Since that time, in magazines other than AVIATION WEEK, dm ou 
syndicated press releases and in earlier AVIATION WEEK colums there | 
have appeared references to the WS-LL7L, most having to do with the . :. 
fect that Lockheed was working on such @ sycsten under Air Force Sponsor] fey 
-. Ship. No clatms of success or failure in concept or design have been =.” Bed 
"made in the neme of the Air Force. oo 


on 6a While the Subject_article stirs a self-conscious reaction °° 
-< ». dn the brees se connected with CORONA, as being campletely ee ae 
_  -reveoling, objective appraisal. seeus to indicate that the st is 
a cleverly-written combination of a few primary facts interminglea_. a a 
“with a considerable amount of editerial speculation and obvious deduction. °° ft 


For exarmte, it is no secret that any product of Lockheed Missiles 
Systems Division comes (1) fran Sunnyvale, Celiformta, and (2) that 

it is built under the cognizance of L. EL Root, LAC vice-president 

and genorel manager of thet division » yet these facts are paraded 

as pert of the "inside truth” tenar of the article. Certainly it 

WOULC appear that nothing in the article is of @® nature so comromising 
those it should csuse changes in the orfentation ot CQZ0NA. at is 

mersiy initial evidence that when the time comes Yor actual cS, 

WS wast te prepared for all sorts of Journalistic speculation regardizis 
mission, orbit, orgets, results, étc. ~~ 
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